
SESSION 2 
 

WHO IS GOD? 
What should I believe about Him? 

 
What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us—

A.W. Tozer 
 
Today, with few exceptions, everyone has an opinion about who God is and what it is that He 
does or doesn’t do. We live in an age of “make-your-own-god.” On the extreme end of the 
spectrum of opinions are those whose "god" kills innocent children through suicide bombers.  
 
Scripture cautions us to avoid substitute gods, also known as idols:  
 

Little children, keep yourselves from idols--false gods, [from 
anything and everything that would occupy the place in your heart 
due to God, from any sort of substitute for Him that would take first 
place in your life]. (1 John 5:21 AB) 

 
Those who worship false gods turn their backs on all God’s mercies.  
(Jonah 2:8 NLT) 

Here are some of the dominant pictures of god in our culture today: 

• The “Nameless and Faceless” god 

In this very broad idea of god, god is largely indefinable and is often described as energy 
or a mysterious force or an idea. 

• The “Grandpa” god 

God is seen as a nice old man and even is heard to be called “the man upstairs.” This god 
is largely irrelevant to real life and overlooks people’s failings. 

• The “Scorekeeper” god 

This God is an exacting bookkeeper. He keeps score on your good and bad deeds. Your 
actions are either debits or credits. 

• The “Doomsday” god 

This god is mean and enjoys hellfire and damnation. He is gleeful as he marks the paper 
of your life with an "F." 

• The “Stained Glass” god 



This god lives in the church. He uses words you can’t understand: eschatology, 
cosmology, with thee and thou. This god sometimes plays an organ and says “hush” a lot 
in the sanctuary! 

• The “Average-Joe” god 

Amazing! He is just like us. He sees things the way we see them. He votes like we do and 
shares our very opinions on politics, people, and problems in the world. This god is a nice 
guy, a buddy and pal. 

• The “Politically Correct” god 

This god is non-offensive. He is a celestial Caesar salad where every religious viewpoint 
is equally right because there are no absolutes. 

• The “I am my own god” god 

"Kneel to your own self. Honor and worship your own being. God dwells within you as 
You." Swami Muktananda (Does this seem a little weird to you?) 
 

*Some of the above “gods” list was borrowed from Dr.Ted Roberts. 

QUESTION:  

Are there any "gods" you think could be added to the above list? 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

What Is God Really Like? 

If we are to know God it must be as he describes himself to me. We are dependent upon God 
for any knowledge of God—A.W. Tozer 

Serious God-thinkers usually begin their explanation of who God is by describing His attributes. 
A.W. Tozer says of attributes, “They are whatever God has in any way revealed as being true of 
Himself.”  

These attributes are usually divided into two groups: attributes of power and moral attributes. 
But we do well to bear in mind the words of theologian-missionary E. Stanley Jones: 



To define (God) is to confine, and when we are dealing with the Eternal 
God…we can only explore—our definitions are departure points, 
eternally open to eternal explanations. 

GOD IS UNEQUALLED AND UNRIVALLED IN POWER 
His Greatness no one can fathom (Psalm 145:3). 

 
God's power is greater than we can comprehend or imagine. He can raise the dead and part the 
sea. He has created the billions upon billions of galaxies each made up of an immeasurable 
number of stars that He calls by name. Here are some of His power attributes: 
 

• God is self-existent (Genesis 1:1; Isaiah 40:25-28; John 1:1). 
 

By this we mean that our awesome God has no origin. He is not created but is Himself 
the Creator of all things. 

 
• God is self-sufficient (Psalm 50: 9-11; Ephesians 1:5-6). 

 
By this we mean that the Infinite God has need of nothing and that He is sufficient within 
himself. 

 
• God is eternal (Deuteronomy 33:27; Psalm 90:2; Revelation 1:8). 
 

By this we mean that God, the Being of Beings has no beginning or ending, but is forever 
present. God dwells outside of time. 

 
A HUMOR BREAK 

What do they call pastors in Germany?                  Answer: German Shepherds  
 

 
• God is all-powerful (Jeremiah 32:17; Luke 1:37; Revelation 4:8). 
 

God is often called “Almighty” meaning that His power is unlimited and infinite. 
However, He will never do what is contrary to His nature, e.g. break His promises or do 
evil. 

 
• God is unchanging (Malachi 3:6; James 1:17). 

 
Change takes one of two directions: better or worse. The Unchanging One is perfect and 
therefore need not change. He will not change His mind about showing you good all the 
days of your life. 

 
• God is present everywhere (Jeremiah 23:23-24; Psalm 139:7-12; Matt 28:20). 

 
The Maker and Keeper surrounds, sustains, and fills His creation. He is in the details of 
your present and waits for you in all your tomorrows. 



 
Friends don’t let friends stay lost from God! 

 
• God is all-knowing (Psalm 139:1-4; Isaiah 40:27; Matthew 10:30). 
 

The Unseen knows all things perfectly, limitlessly, instantly and effortlessly. His infinite 
and perfect wisdom is the basis of all truth. You are never out of His mind. And there is 
never a moment when His eye is off of you. There is no second when His attention is 
distracted from you. 

 
• God is sovereign (Psalm 115:3; Isaiah 43:13; Daniel 4:35; Romans 13:1). 

 
God rules over all things. He can more than handle any challenge you face in your  
present or in your future. 
 

These attributes of power, in the hands of a tyrant, could mean only misery and oppression for 
mankind. But again and again the Bible reveals to us that God is good and even inviting us to 
“taste and see that the Lord is good” (Psalm 34:8). God's character is good beyond description. 
 

GOD IS MORE BEAUTIFUL THAN WE COULD EVER DESCRIBE 
 
God’s character is more magnificent than we can describe. Below we list attributes of His Divine 
character prefaced with these words from Pastor-writer, Rob Bell:  
 

This is something struggled with since the beginning: how to talk 
about God when God is bigger than our words, our brains, our 
worldviews, and our imaginations. 

 
• God is Holy (Isaiah 6:1-5). 
 

Holiness sums up the perfection of his character. Of all the expressions from which they 
could choose, the angels cry "holy." It is the sum of every good attribute found in God 
and is better encountered than defined. 

 
• God is Righteous and Just (Genesis 18:25; Romans 3:25-26). 

 
God always does right. Righteousness is His holiness in action and justice is His 
righteousness in rule and government. Some day He will judge all people. To not do so 
would be "moral indifference" to the wrongs and inequities of the world. 

 
• God is Love (Psalms 145:17; 1 John 4:8 & 16). 

 
Love is God always acting toward you for your benefit and highest good. In His love He 
shows you mercy, patience, kindness, compassion, grace and forgiveness. 

 



• God is Truthful (Num 23:19; John 14:6). 
 

His word is true and He is forever faithful to keep His promises. 
 

• God is Personal (Ex 33:11; John 15:13-15). 
 

What does God want from you? Answer: He wants a bride, a relationship, a dwelling 
place and a union. 

 
“The moment God is figured out with nice neat lines and definitions, we are no longer dealing 
with God. We are dealing with somebody we made up. And if we made him up, then we are in 
control. And so in passage after passage, we find God reminding people that he is beyond and 
bigger and more.”  Rob Bell 
 

• God is passionate and affectionate (Deut 10:14-15; Isaiah 62:5). 
 

Human love with its passion and emotion is a thin echo of the passion and emotion God 
feels towards you. God has seen you at your worst and chooses to love you anyway. 

 
• God is a seeking God (Luke 19:10; John 4:23). 

 
He first seeks the lost. He then seeks the found to worship Him. 

 
KNOWING GOD 

All shall know me, from the least to the greatest. (Hebrew 8:11) 
 
You were made to know God. Most people live two-dimensional lives in a three dimensional 
world. Their life is mental and physical without the spiritual dimension that includes God. 
Fourth-century theologian, Augustine captures for us the result of two-dimensional living when 
he says, "Our hearts are restless until they find their rest in Thee." 
 
God wants to have a relationship with you. He desires to guide you, bless you, speak with you, 
show you the plan he has for you, love you, meet your needs, and a thousand other things as you 
grow to know Him. 
 
We come to know God three ways: 
 

• Through Creation 
 
A general revelation of God can be found in nature (Psalm 19:1-6; Rom 1:19-20). The 
creation gives us a picture of God's genius and power but not enough information to lead 
us to salvation. 

 
What may be known about God is plain.…for since the creation of 
the world God's invisible qualities--his eternal power and divine 



nature have been clearly seen, being understood by what has been 
made. (Rom 1:19-20) 

 
√ Question: Have you ever had an “aha” moment where you saw something of God     in His 
creation? Tell about it. 
 
"There are those who argue that the universe evolved out of random process, but what 
random process could produce the brain of man or the system of the human eye?"  Werhner 
Von Braun, Rocket Scientist 
 

• Through Scripture 
 

A specific revelation of God can be found in Scripture (Ps 19:7-13; 2 Tim 3:16). In the 
Bible we can learn how God thinks, what He values, and how He feels about us. The 
Scriptures also point us to salvation through His Son Jesus. 

 
                           And the Scriptures point to me! (John 5:39 LB) 

 
• Through Jesus 

 
The highest revelation of God is found in Jesus Christ (Hebrew 1:2; John 14:9). 

 
Long ago God spoke in many different ways to our fathers through 
the prophets [in visions, dreams, and even face to face] telling them 
little by little about his plans. But now in these days he has spoken to 
us through his Son to whom he has given everything and through 
whom he made the world and everything there is. (Hebrews 1:2 LB) 

 
God is the Source of a Satisfying and Worthwhile Life 
God desires a relationship with you. He offers to you the possibility to experience a meaningful 
and joyous life through having a close, personal and dynamic relationship with Himself. 
 
But Your Sins Have Separated You From God 
But there is a problem that prevents us from having a close personal relationship with God. This 
problem is what the Bible calls--Sin. 
 
Sin is that inner self-centeredness that dethrones God in our lives and enthrones our ego. Sin 
makes us each the god of our own universe. Consequently, sin has become the root cause of all 
of our other problems.  

Sin created a distance between a righteous God and our selves that cannot be spanned by us. The 
prophet Isaiah told Israel, “your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have 
hidden His face from you, so that He will not hear” (Isaiah 59:2).  

A Humor Break: 
Adam to Eve: "I'll wear the plants in this family!"                    



You may sense this separation, but not fully understand the reason for it. It was early in human 
history, that our first parents rebelled against God, and as a result, sin, death, confusion, 
separation and chaos took control of humanity. When a mother chooses to use 
methamphetamines during her pregnancy it poisons her child. In the same way, the choice that 
our first parents--Adam and Eve made, adversely affected you and me.  Here is the fourfold ruin 
their choice brought to us: 

• Corruption 

A change occurred--spiritually and physically in mankind's nature described as "corrupt." We 
became subject to death and mortality--life is no longer eternal but terminal (Eph 4:22, 29; 1 
Pet 1:23; 2 Pet 1:4, 2:19). 

• Usurpation 

Satan usurped the realm of man's authority--the earth. By God's charge, mankind had been 
given the world to take dominion over as His kings, priests, and ambassadors. Satan is now 
the god of this age and we have become subject to his harassment and control (Genesis 1:28; 
2 Cor 4:4; Eph 2:1-3). 

• Frustration 
 

Adam's whole realm has become subject to futility and vanity. Everything blooms only to 
soon die. The closing of the casket concludes a life of emptiness and futility (Romans 8:20-
23). 
 
• Condemnation 
 
Adams race became subject to the righteous judgment of God. We have all sinned in word 
and action because we are natural born sinners, infected by the consequence of our first 
parents’ bad choice (Romans 5:12 & 16). 

 
Sin is any violation of God’s standards or rejection of His will or rebellion against His 
commands. Obviously then, all of us have sinned in some way, either in words or actions. “There 
is not a righteous man on earth who does what is right and never sins” (Eccles. 7:20). 
 
Because God's character is holy and His standards righteous, He must condemn sin. He can’t 
allow it into His presence: “You are of purer eyes than to behold evil, and cannot look on 
iniquity” (Habakkuk 1:13). 
 
Since God is holy and pure, He will not establish a close personal relationship with anyone until 
his or her sin has been dealt with. So what to do? 
 
Can’t we solve the sin problem by caring for our family, feeding the poor, and going to church? 
No! We can’t span the great divide between God and us by our own efforts. All human effort is 
inadequate because in God's sight, “All our righteous acts are like filthy rags” (Isaiah 64:6).  



 
Human effort is inadequate because no man or religion is sufficiently righteous to undo the sin 
problem. “Not one of them, though rich as kings, can ransom his own brother from the penalty of 
sin! For God's forgiveness does not come that way” (Psalm 49:7 LB). We're like a person who 
has stopped breathing--we can't perform CPR on ourselves. 

So how can this problem of sin and separation from God be solved? The answer is that God must 
take the initiative; He Himself must provide the solution. And he has. We will see this in the next 
section: JESUS. 

You Must Put Your Faith in Jesus Christ to Have a Personal Relationship 
with God 
 
Jesus says that, "For God so greatly loved the world that He [even] gave up His only-begotten 
(unique) Son, so that whoever believes in (trusts, clings to, relies on) Him shall not perish--come 
to destruction, be lost--but have eternal (everlasting) life (John 3:16 AB). 
 
QUESTIONS: 
 

1. Has God ever revealed Himself to you? If so, in what ways? 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Has God ever spoken to you? If so, what has he said? 
________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________ 
 

3. God has everything in the universe but he asks of us one thing. What is it according to 
Matthew 22:37-38? _______________________ 

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT… 

 “Idols can be made with people’s hands and imaginations.” Jack Hayford 

“The essence of idolatry: the entertainment of thoughts about God that are unworthy of Him.” 
A.W. Tozer, Knowledge of the Holy  

WHO IS JESUS? 
 

Ask anyone on the street, "Who is Jesus?" and they will give you an opinion: a great teacher, a 
moral guide and example, the founder of Christianity, an influential leader, etc. Perhaps one of 



the most common errors believed about Jesus is that He was merely a great teacher. In this 
section we will hear how Jesus saw Himself. 
 
Jesus is Fully God 
 
Jesus is God, the Son and was not just merely a great man or moral teacher.  C.S. Lewis with his 
usual clarity challenges any who would attempt to put Jesus on the same level with other 
teachers and religious leaders of history:   
 

"A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus 
said would not be a great moral teacher.  
 
He would be either a lunatic - on the level of a man who says he is 
a poached egg - or else he would be the Devil of Hell.  
 
You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son 
of God; or else a mad man or something worse.  
 
You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him 
as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and 
God.  
 
But let us not come up with any patronizing nonsense about His 
being a human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not 
intend to."  
 

A Humor Break:  
Christian hospitality is making people feel at home when you wish they were at home. 

 
 
The following words of Jesus underscore Lewis's comment. Jesus is either far worse than the 
great teachers of history because he was crazy or He was far better: 
 

1) "I give you a new commandment" (John 13:34). 
• Here Jesus puts his own word on par with the commandments of the OT and God. 

Who does He think He is--God? 
 

2) "Your sins are forgiven you" (Matthew 9:2). 
• Normally, you can only forgive wrongs done to you. So who does Jesus think he 

is in forgiving people the things they have done wrong? 
 

3) "No one knows God but the Son" (Luke 10:22). 
• Imagine the first century audience's reaction upon hearing this announcement: 

"No one on the planet knows God except for me. And God only knows me!" 
 

4) "Glorify your son with the glory I had with you before the world began" (John 17:5). 



• Woe! Jesus here is saying that he preexisted with God before time began. 
 

5) "I have come down from heaven to teach you" (John 3:13 & 6:33). 
• I dare you to find a teacher who ever claimed to have done this! 

 
6) "All judgment has been given to me--I am the judge of the world" (John 5:22). 

• What great teacher in history ever said, "People are going to stand before me and 
I will be their judge?" 

 
7) "I am the light of the world" (John 8:12). 

• Note here that He doesn't say, "I am a light!" 
 

8) "I am the way, the truth, and the life" (John 14:6). 
• Note that Jesus does not say, "I will show you the way. I will teach you the truth 

and I will give you the life." 
 

9) "The dead will hear my voice and arise when they hear my word" (John 5:25). 
• Who but God Himself would dare teach such a thing? 

 
10) "I give eternal life to whoever I please" (John 5:21). 

• Is Jesus a megalomaniac or is he who he says he is? 
 

11) "Pray in my name and cast out demons in my name" (John 16:24; Mark 16:17). 
• Here's a new teaching: Pray in your pastor's name. Pray in some great religious 

teacher's name to see people set free. Not. 
 

12) "Honor me like you honor the Supreme Being of the universe" (John 5:23). 
Can you imagine what the first hearers thought when words like these struck their ears? Jesus is 
essentially saying, "I want a little respect--honor me from now on like you honor the Supreme 
Being--is that asking too much?" 

 
Pastor and Seminary Professor, Greg Boyd, from whom much of the above material comes from, 
rightly says, "You don’t walk away from these words saying: 'Wow, This will help me live a 
better life and be a better citizen!' You either have to be offended at this or bow your knee." 
 
Jesus came to reveal to us what God was really like. He came to free us from all the false 
concepts of God. Jesus is the final and ultimate revelation of God.   
 
Let’s examine further passages from the Bible about Jesus being God: 
 

• Jesus claims to be God (John 8:58). 
• Jesus allows his disciple to call him Lord and God (John 20:28). 
• Jesus allows himself to be worshipped (John 9:38). 
• The angels worship Jesus (Hebrews 1:5-6). 
• Jesus is called the Mighty God in prophecy (Isaiah 9:6). 
• Paul teaches that Jesus is God (Philippians 2:5-6). 



• Jesus is part of what has been called the "TRINITY" (2 Corinthians 13:14). 
 
 

 
A QUIZ:  Who raised Jesus from the dead? 

 
1.   ____________    Romans 6:4 
2.   ____________    John 10:17-18 
3.   ____________    Romans 8:11 
4.   ____________    Acts 5:30 
 

 
Jesus is Fully Human 
Jesus is not only fully God but as we will see below He is fully man. 
 

• He was born of a virgin (Matt 1:18). 
• He had a body of flesh and blood (Heb 2:14). 
• He was subject to the ordinary laws of growth and development (Luke 2:40-52). 
• He was hungry (Matt 4:2); thirsty (John 19:28); tired (John 4:6); sorrowful (John 11:35); 

and He was tempted but he did not yield to it (Heb 4:15). 
• He was sinless (2 Corinthians 5:17).  

 
The Bible teaches us that Jesus was born fully human yet without the sinful human nature that 
had corrupted all Adam's race. Why was this important? 
 
The best answer to this question is found in the Heidelberg Catechism: 
 

"Because the justice of God requires that the same human nature 
which had sinned should make satisfaction for sin; but no man 
being himself a sinner, could satisfy for others." 
 

Jesus was born to die for the sins of the world, but to do this He had to be a sacrifice without sin 
or blemish.  
 
Finally, Jesus was fully God and fully man. In His life the invisible God became visible and 
audible. Jesus is the human face of God. But why did He come to us? What was He after that 
would cause Him to humble himself and become a man? 
 

“We cannot deduce anything about Jesus from what we think we know 
about God, however we must deduce everything about God from what we 
know about Jesus.”      Albert Nolan 

 
The Work of Christ 

 



The work of Christ can be summed up in the word “REDEMPTION.” Redeem and redemption, 
terms borrowed from the slave trade, mean to buy out of slavery in order to set free. Plainly this 
implies that Jesus regarded people as enslaved. But enslaved to what?  
 
We are enslaved to sin and separated from God. The basic meaning of sin is that we are running 
our own life and in doing so we have turned our back on the most beautiful being in the universe. 
(See Romans 3:23, 6:23.) 
  
God loves us and says, "I refuse to live without you!" So God sent His Son to redeem us and set 
us free to come back into relationship with Him (John 3:16; 1 John 3:17). 
 
God must punish sin because He is righteous. The judgment due to us because of our sins was 
suffered by Him on the cross. He died in our place and as our substitute. Paul says it this way, 
"God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God" (2 Cor 5:21). 
 
Jesus Came to Reveal the Father 
 
If you truly want to know what God is like, then look at Jesus. Jesus in word and action shows us 
that God is a father. "Father" was Jesus favorite word when describing God. He used it some 168 
times in the Gospels. You will avoid the confusion of the many opinions about who God is by 
always remembering: Jesus reveals God to us; God doesn’t reveal Jesus to us.   
 

• No one knows the Father except the Son, and he to whom the Son wills to reveal him 
(Matthew 11:27). 

• If you have seen me you have seen the Father (John 14:9). 
• The Son is the radiance of his glory and the exact representation of his being (Hebrews 

1:3). 
• No one has ever seen God, but the only Son, who is at the Fathers side, has made him 

known (John 1:18). 
 
Jesus Came to Reconcile Us to God 
 
Jesus made things right between God and us by making peace between two previously hostile 
parties. The cross bridges the gulf that existed between God and us. This is the reconciliation He 
came to bring. 
 
The cross or death of Christ is the theme of both the Old and New Testaments. In the Old 
Testament, His death is foreshadowed in sacrifices and offerings (Leviticus) and foretold in 
prophecy (Isaiah 53; Psalm 22). 
 

WHAT’S THE FISH ABOUT? 
 
     І= iesous       (Jesus)      
 Χ= Christos  (Christ)        Θ= 



Theou      (God’s)                  Υ= Uios          
(Son)  
                                                                                 Σ= Soter        (Savior) 
 
The symbol of the fish that adorns the back of many cars today first appeared among the early Christians. 
“Ichthus” is the Greek word for fish but also was an acrostic for “Jesus Christ, God’s Son and Savior.” Some 
believe the symbol helped the early underground church to safely identify fellow-believers and places of 
meeting during the persecutions. 
 
 
In the New Testament Gospels, Christ’s death is seen, while in the Epistles it’s explained: 

 
• He died for our sins (1 Cor 15:3). 
• He died to bring us to God (1 Pet 3:18). 
• He died to redeem us from the curse of the law (Gal 3:10-13). 
• He died to deliver us from this present evil age (Gal 1:14). 
• He died that that we might become righteous (2 Cor 5:21). 
• He died to deliver you from satan's power (Col 1:13). 
• He died to deliver you from the fear of death (Heb 2:14-15). 
• He died to destroy the power of sin in your life (Rom 6:6). 

 
Because His death is central to our salvation, we remember it by taking bread and wine in 
COMMUNION as He commanded. The work of the cross is finished but the remembrance of it 
continues forever: 
 

While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is 
poured out  for many for the forgiveness of sins. (Matthew 26:26-28) 

 
*For more information on Communion, turn to Appendix A. 
 
Jesus Was Resurrected From the Dead 
 
The most significant event in all history is the resurrection. Jesus Christ is not behind us buried 
in a tomb, but above us upon a throne! This is unique among all religions of the world! NO 
founder of any religion can make this claim. The resurrection means: 
 

• Jesus is without doubt who He said He was (Romans 1:4). 
• We are assured that we too have a resurrection in our future (John 11:25). 
• We are assured that our sins have been forgiven (Romans 4:25). 
• We are assured of power in doing His will (Eph 1:19-22). 

 
Jesus Ascended to the Right Hand of God 
 



Ascension refers to the event where Jesus departs visibly from earth to return to heaven after his 
resurrection (Acts 1:9-11). And now in heaven… 
 

• He sits at the right hand of the Father (Heb 1:3). 
• He makes intercession for us (Hebrews 7:25). 

 

QUESTION:  
Do you believe that He died for your sins and arose from the dead?    
 
Circle One:    YES    /    NO   /    I’M CLOSE                         (See Romans 10: 9-10.) 

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT… 

If we do not allow Jesus to change our perceptions of God, if we continue to cling to our pre-
Christian images and distorted projections, if we think that Jesus is not easy to get on with (is 
touchy, unapproachable, easily annoyed or offended) we reject the gift of his friendship, 
disdain the open, airy, spacious atmosphere of his kingdom, and opt for the dark and dreary 
dungeon of distrust.  Brennan Manning 
 
 
 
 


