
 
 

The Gift 
“You can never truly enjoy Christmas until you can look up into the Father’s 
face and tell him you have received his Christmas gift.” —John R. Rice 

It was not what she had expected…a simple cardboard box hiding under the 
torn shreds of red wrapping paper. Her little hands began to shake even as 
she pulled the last remnants of happy red from underlying brown. It was not 
the color she had dreamed it would be, this box of her imagination. How could 
she like it, much less love it—this unadorned container that promised nothing 
of what she expected inside? Her eager anticipation spiraled downward along 
with the corners of her previously upturned mouth. She looked up quizzically 
into her father’s face, eyes forlorn. “But Daddy, this is not what I thought it 
would be. Where are the colors? Where’s the happiness?” 

“Open it,” said the father, with sparkles of joy in his eyes, “and see.” 

Kids often believe that Christmas is all about the presents. They’re right. Not 
because they’ll unwrap this year’s wish list of games and toys, but because 
Christmas is all about unwrapping the best gift ever given—Jesus. 

Are you excited this year? Do you eagerly anticipate the sights and sounds of 
celebrating the season? Have you unwrapped the gift of the joy of knowing Jesus? 

If all you see this Christmas is a plain brown cardboard box of life…if 
circumstances and people have let you down and the color of joy and happiness 
seems hidden from view…open the box. Take a look inside and see… 

God so loved the world, he sent his one and only Son—the Word made flesh, 
the Savior, the Messiah, the Son of God—given to you unadorned in the plain 
brown package he was delivered in, wrapped in strips of cloth and laid in a 
manger. The gift is Jesus, given so you could have real and eternal life and a 
life adorned with riches and colors greater than you could ever imagine.  

The colors of joy and love filled her eyes and heart as she looked up from the 
now opened box. “Thank you, Daddy! Thank you so much. This gift is more 
beautiful and wonderful than I ever dreamed it would be!” 

Father’s House 

Forever Girlfriends 

 

TH E  WOR D  

“I bring you good news that 
will bring great joy to all 
people. The Savior—yes, 
the Messiah, the Lord—
has been born today  in 
Bethlehem, the city of 
David!”  

— Luke 2:10-11  

Think About It 
 

Evangelist Billy Sunday 
once said, “If you have no 
joy, there’s a leak in your 
Christianity somewhere.” 
What “leaks” might be 
preventing you from 
experiencing the joy of the 
good news of Jesus this 
Christmas? 

 
 

 

December 2012 
 



 

 

 

  December 2012 | Page 2 

 
 

 

Holding Onto the Gift of Joy  

With all the hustling and bustling required to shop, decorate, and celebrate, the Christmas season can be more 
frazzling than dazzling. Here are a few tips to help you hold onto your joy in the midst of it all. 
 
Be… 

Joyful. Giggle, catch snowflakes on your tongue, drink hot chocolate with 

marshmallows, sing carols around the house, make a paper ring garland. 
Allow yourself to experience the joy of Christmas from a child’s perspective.  

Organized. Decide on and do only the important things, and delegate the 

rest. Divide activities into “Must Do,” “Like to Do,” or “Maybe Do” lists to help 
you prioritize. 
 

You. Don’t lose yourself in all the doing and forget to be. Take a break from 

doing like Martha and sit down for some Mary time at the feet of Jesus. Also 
highly recommended: a hot bath and a good book! 

 

 

                     Fruitcake 
                     Fun 
                     “The Holy Spirit produces  
                                                 this kind of fruit in our lives:  
                                                 love, joy…” Galatians 5:22 

Former Tonight Show host Johnny Carson used to 
joke there was only one fruitcake in the world, and it 
was passed from family to family. Fruitcakes are still a 
popular Christmas dessert in Europe, but in the United 
States, 47 percent of people say they would throw a 
fruitcake in the trash as soon as they received it. 
Before you trash your fruitcake this year, consider this 
event idea from the folks in Manitou Springs, 
Colorado: a Fruitcake Toss! Held the first Saturday of 
January every year, participants can compete in a 
hand toss, kids’ toss, pneumatic canon toss, or team-
catch events. Don’t have your own fruitcake to toss? 
You can rent one! 

A few more fun fruitcake facts: 

 Fruitcakes can last (and be eaten) for up to  
25 years, as long as they have the right 
preservatives and are stored in closed tins. 

 The ratio of the density of the average fruitcake  
to the density of mahogany is 1:1.  

Sing the Most 
Joyous Hymn! 
“Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” is considered by 
hymnologists to be one of the most joyous 
expressions of hymn lyrics ever penned in the English 
language. Preacher Henry Van Dyke originally wrote it 
as a poem in 1907; then he set it to the music of “Ode 
to Joy” (the last movement of Beethoven’s Ninth 
Symphony) and titled it “Hymn to Joy.” Sing it with 
friends, and be sure to fill your heart with joy! 

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee  

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, 
God of glory, Lord of love. 
Hearts unfold like flowers before thee, 
Opening to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness. 
Drive the dark of doubt away. 
Giver of immortal gladness, 
Fill us with the light of day!  
 
All thy works with joy surround thee. 
Earth and heaven reflect thy rays. 
Stars and angels sing around thee, 
Center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
Flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
Chanting bird and flowing fountain 
Call us to rejoice in thee. 

 

 



 

 

 

December 2012 | Page 3 

  
 

 
 
 

Media Morsels   

Book Review 

The Joys of Christmas 2012 

Publisher: Guideposts 

 
This special-edition magazine from the editors of Guideposts  
will bring more joy to your Christmas season with all your 
favorite Guideposts stories, articles, and features like 
“Mysterious Ways.” 

With pages full of real-life stories, faith-filled articles, recipes, 
and holiday tips, The Joys of Christmas will inspire you and help 
you stay focused on the true spirit of the season. Even if you 
don’t regularly subscribe, you can find this at bookstores and 
online. This makes a nice gift for a friend. Also consider leaving 
a copy in your guest room for holiday visitors to enjoy. 
 

 

 
 Music Review 

 

The Music of Christmas 2012 

 
Nothing brings the joy of the season alive in our hearts like the 
music of Christmas, so you’ll want to check out the amazing new 
Christmas CDs recently released by your favorite artists: 
 

 Steven Curtis Chapman: Joy 

 Mandisa: It’s Christmas 

 Jeremy Camp: Christmas: God With Us 

 Sandi Patty: The Voice of Christmas, Volume 2 

 Jason Gray: Christmas Stories: Repeat the Sounding Joy 

 Lincoln Brewster: Joy to the World 

 Francesca Battistelli: Christmas 

 

This page is designed to inform and educate you and is not an endorsement. Our prayer is that you will make informed decisions on what you see, read, and listen to. 
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