
 

The Language 
of Flowers  
Flowers are Love’s truest language. 
—Park Benjamin 

 

Love can be expressed in a prayer, a 
whisper, a gentle touch, a comforting 
shoulder, a smile, a special gift, a warm 
hug…and in flowers. We give flowers to 
extend comfort, offer encouragement, 
celebrate achievement, communicate 
welcome, and express our love. 

What a divine purpose for a simple flower—to speak the language of love. And 
what better illustration than the flower to be an expression of God’s love for us—a 
beautiful, extravagant love given to us every day, not just on special occasions. 
Imagine God sending you a beautiful bouquet or single rose today or perhaps 
asking you to send one for him.  

Listen to how God inspired Kate on Valentine’s Day this year: 

I was thinking about the single women where I work, knowing that my 
husband would make my day special with flowers. So along with a Christian 
coworker, we left a bud vase with a rose on each desk. My investment: a 
little time and a dozen roses. What I didn't know: the woman right next to 
me lost her husband last year, and when she saw the rose she cried. She 
told me I couldn't have known that her husband always found a way to 
leave a rose for her wherever she was...I told her God knew and loved her 
and found a way to bless her when her husband couldn't. 

An unexpected flower can express the truest language of God’s love. 

Pass on the gift of extravagant love this month by sharing the language of flowers 
with a friend, coworker, family member…or yourself!  And don’t forget the girl who 
serves you at the coffee shop, a special teacher, the mother in a shelter, or the 
person behind you in the checkout lane.  A little investment, a little time, and a few 
flowers can spread the message of God’s extravagant love around the world!  

 

 
TH E  WOR D  

 

“Look at the lilies and how 
they grow. They don’t work 
or make their clothing, yet 
Solomon in all his glory was 
not dressed as beautifully as 
they are. And if God cares so 
wonderfully for flowers that 
are here today and thrown 
into the fire tomorrow, he 
will certainly care for you.” 

                                                                                                                      — Luke 12:27-28 

Think About It 
 

 
•   How does God express his 

extravagant love to you? 

•   How can you express God’s   
extravagant love to three 
friends this month?  
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What Flowers Say   
In Victorian times it wasn’t considered proper to talk about feelings, 
so people used flowers as symbols to communicate rather than 
words. If you wanted to send encouragement, black-eyed Susans 
would do the trick. Gratitude? Pink carnations. Loving thoughts? 
The pansy, of course! Here are a few other flowers meanings 
compiled by the Society of American Florists: 

• violet ~ faithfulness                              

• peony ~ healing 

• lilac ~ first love                                    

• iris ~ inspiration 

• gladiolus ~ strength of character        

• daisy ~ innocence 

• white chrysanthemum ~ truth            

• geranium ~ comfort 

What will your next gift of flowers say? Express a heartfelt message of God’s love  
by attaching a note explaining the meaning of the flowers in your special bouquet. 

To learn more about the language of flowers visit aboutflowers.com. 

 
 

What’s Your Flower Personality?  

Inquiring florists want to know! Take a look at these five personality types, and 
choose the one that best suits you. Then be sure to tell your florist (or your 
flower-givers) so they can create the bouquet that’s just right for you.  

Natural: You are casual, earthy, and prefer the outdoors. Flowering or green 
plants, meadow flowers, and woodsy accents suit your personality best. 

Expressive: You search for personal betterment and are attracted to the 
unconventional.  Exotic flowers and unusual combinations of shapes, colors, 
and textures match your creativity and artistic bent. 

Romantic: You are a dreamer—generous, 
spontaneous, even extravagant—and are drawn 
to bouquets of soft colors, light fragrances, and 
accents of lace or ribbon. 

Traditional: You are trustworthy, family-oriented, 
prefer classic styles, and appreciate lush 
arrangements with a great variety of flowers. 

Contemporary:  You are a cutting-edge 
trendsetter who enjoys living in the moment. 
Styles such as monochromatic bouquets or 
arrangements with a few large, vibrant flowers  
are favorites. 

[Adapted from the “Floral Signature Quiz” at 
aboutflowers.com.] 

 

  

The Greatest 
Card of All Time  
In 1939, Hallmark introduced a 
simple pansy card for Mother’s 
Day. The card was redesigned as 
a thinking-of-you card in 1941. The 
inside sentiment reads: 

Pansies always stand for thoughts— 
At least that's what folks say.  
So this just comes  
To show my thoughts  
Are there with you today. 

Since 1942, almost 30 million 
pansy cards have been purchased, 
more than any card in Hallmark’s 
history. Although the card has 
undergone some changes, it 
retains the original pansy design, 
painted by Dorothy Maienschein, a 
member of Hallmark’s design 
team. The pansy card, which cost 
a nickel in 1939, is still available for 
99 cents at Hallmark stores across 
the U.S. and Canada—30 million 
sold and still counting!  
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 Media Morsels   

 Book Review 

 

 
 
 

The Language of Flowers 
 
Author: Vanessa Diffenbaugh 
Publisher: Ballantine, 2011 

“These flowers are starwort,” she said. “Starwort means welcome. 
By giving you a bouquet of starwort, I’m welcoming you into my 
home, my life.” 

Victoria’s life as an orphan had been difficult, the language of 
flowers she learned from a special woman named Elizabeth the one 
sweet memory of her childhood she could cling to. In The Language 
of Flowers, Victoria passes on her gift for expressing the language of 
flowers to change the lives of others, even as she struggles against 
the changes the flowers want to bring into her own. 

The Language of Flowers is the perfect book to discuss with friends 
and explore the topics of rejection, anger, forgiveness, and 
unconditional love. 

Talk about it: 

• One of the major themes of the book is second chances. How 

were Elizabeth’s reactions to Victoria like or unlike the way God 
responds to us when we make mistakes? 

  

  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Movie Review 

Steel Magnolias 

Release Date: 1989 
Genre: Drama 
Rating: PG for language and brief nudity (locker room scene) 
Length: 117 minutes 

Steel Magnolias is the perfect movie for a special mother-daughter, 
sister-sister, or girlfriend time in pajamas, on the couch, munching 
popcorn! Truvy’s Beauty Parlor is the gathering place where a close-
knit group of women share the beauty and struggle of female 
relationships through life’s joyful and tragic events. Together they 
explore and expound on the topics of love, death, aging, friendships, 
and hope.  

Talk about it: 

• How have friends supported you in difficult times? How have you 
been the supporting friend? 

• Read Romans 12:9-18 together, and share how this verse is 
demonstrated in the movie. What are specific ways these truths 
can be shown in our own lives? 

This page is designed to inform and educate you and is not an endorsement. Our prayer is that you will make informed decisions on what you see, read, and listen to. 
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 Mark your calendars for our 
June 3rd Heart to Heart 
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Contact for more information 

Susan Gaddis 610-1750 * Carolyn Watson 712-0549 * Pati Gordon 400-5724 
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A Taste of What’s Happening for Women 


